
WHAT'S DECKING
OUR HALLS?

Hello and welcome to our Christmas newsletter. 

We have contributions from every house. 
This issue has been put together by:
Freyja Gunn - Seacole (Y11 - editor), Lizzie Bellaby - Franklin
(Y11), Olivia Harrap - Scott (Y11), Beth Milliner - Franklin (Y10),
Rogan Prince - Turing  (Y11) and Flora Wilson - Etheldreda (Y8)

A big thank you for their support goes to:
Ms Watkins and Mrs Shaw

I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and enjoy it, however you
are spending it.

Happy New Year!

BY FREYJA GUNN (Y11)
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FESTIVE RECIPIES
COOKIES & TRUFFLES

140g icing sugar, sieved
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 egg yolk
250g butter, cut into small cubes
375g plain flour, sieved

Ingredients

STEP 1
Tip the icing sugar, vanilla extract, egg yolk and butter
into a mixing bowl, then stir together with a wooden
spoon (or pulse in a food processor until well
combined). Add the flour and mix to a firm dough.
Shape the dough into two flat discs and wrap them.
Chill for 20-30 mins. Heat oven to 190C/fan 170C/gas
5 and line two baking sheets with non-stick baking
paper.

STEP 2
Roll out the dough on a lightly floured surface to
about the thickness of two £1 coins. Cut out
Christmassy shapes (use a cutter if you like) and place
on the baking sheets. Using the tip of a skewer, cut a
small hole in the top of each cookie. Bake for 10-12
mins until lightly golden.

COOKIES

TRUFFLES

1/2 450g/1lb jar dulce de leche
caramel toffee
100g dark chocolate (70% cocoa),
chopped
2 x 200g/7oz bars milk chocolate,
chopped
142ml pot double cream
1 tsp vanilla extract
about 85g/3oz cocoa powder, to
coat

Ingredients STEP 1
Make the middles first. Heat the Dulce de Leche in a
pan for 1 min until warmed and runny, then stir in
the chopped dark chocolate and leave to melt. Stir
until smooth. Cover a dinner plate with cling film,
oil the cling film well, then tip the mix onto it. Cool,
then freeze for 2 hrs or until very firm.

STEP 2
Put the milk chocolate into a bowl. Bring the cream
to the boil in another pan, then pour it over the
chocolate. Leave for 2 mins, then add the vanilla and
stir until smooth. Cool, then chill until set.

STEP 3
Peel the caramel from the cling film, then snip into
thumbnail-size pieces; wet kitchen scissors work best.
Spread cocoa powder over a large baking tray. Take a
heaped tsp of the truffle mix then, with cocoa-dusted
hands, poke in a caramel chunk. Squash the mix around
the caramel to seal, then roll into a ball. Put onto the tray,
then shake to coat in the cocoa. Repeat with the rest of
the mix, then freeze, or chill if making less than 3 days
ahead.

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/vanilla-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/egg-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/flour-glossary
https://www.olivemagazine.com/glossary/what-is-dulce-de-leche/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/dark-chocolate-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk-chocolate-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cream-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/vanilla-glossary


WRITTEN BY FLORA WILSON (Y8)

CHRISTMAS STORY

I shiver as I slip into my bed, hugging my
blanket close to my chest. At my feet, an old
hot water bottle attempt to draw out the
cold. I’m tired – I know I am. However, I just
don’t seem to be able to close my eyes. For
tomorrow is Christmas day! All day today,
I’ve worked and worked. I’m a kitchen maid
at the big house in our village. My mother is
a seamstress; her name is Mary, and my
father is John. He is a stone mason. It may
also interest you to find out that I have a
sister-Sybil. She’s younger than me (only 6). 
We live in a small, whitewashed cottage on
the edge of the little market square. There’s
a kitchen, warm and cosy with a large
hearth, lots of copper pans and a well-
scrubbed table. Through a door, we then
have a parlour just in case we have any well-
to-do guests. It’s very rarely used. If you go
up the stairs, you’ll find two bedrooms on
either side of the landing. On the left,
mother and father’s room. Inside there are
only two small beds topped off with quilts
that mother has made from all the scraps of
fabric she has left over. As well as this a
plain dressing table, two chamber pots and
a small hearth for them to heat the room
with. Across the landing, there is my and my
sister’s room, although I only come home
during the holidays and on a Tuesday
afternoon once a month. To be honest, the
room is very much the same as mother and
father’s, except that on Sybil’s bed there is a
pile of ragdolls almost sky high. In the
summer, the rose bushes in our garden
bloom, their scents filling the air. In spring,
there are pots full of daffodils and crocuses.
However, now, our vegetable patch lies
empty and frost coats the bark of the few
fruit trees surrounding out house. 

Like I said, I’ve worked all day. My hands are
red and raw from washing the best sets of
china for tomorrow. Don’t even mention the
silver – candlestick after candlestick. And
now I move onto the food. My arms are
aching from hours of chopping vegetables –,
how many roast potatoes can one family
eat? Obviously, I cannot forget the desserts.
I rolled pastry almost all day – mince pies,
tarts - and then I started work on the
turkey. Stuffed with only the finest sausage
meat and chestnut stuffing – it’s the biggest
we’ve ever had. The butcher has outdone
himself this year! Anyway, if I want to be
able to enjoy tomorrow, then I must be off
to bed. I blow out the candle and close my
eyes. Soon, I’m fast asleep. 
Next thing I know, I’m already awake. 
Because it’s Christmas day, I take extra care
in my appearance, putting on my best dress.
But, I better run, or else, well, I might just
miss breakfast. 
“Good morning all, and merry Christmas!” I
call out as I enter the servant’s hall. A
hearty, “You too Liz” greets me in return.
Grinning, I seat myself at the end of the
table, nearest to the food. A quick gulp of
milk, and I excuse myself and dash upstairs
to grab my coat and the presents gathered
for my family. 
Half an hour later, and I have almost arrived.
It’s been nice to get outside, especially on
such a lovely day like today. A brisk walk
really clears one’s mind, you know! Frost
lines the narrow lanes of Wiltshire, like a
fine piece of silk. I can hear the gentle,
almost silent, burbling of a nearby brook, as
of yet, not quite conquered by the ice. 
 



Which altheletes are the warmest?Which altheletes are the warmest?
Long jumpersLong jumpers

Eventually, I enter the village. All is quiet,
save for the cries of a lone jackdaw perched
on the chimney of the mayor’s house.
Although it’s quiet, I can see that people are
awake and sat around their hearths.
Suddenly my eye falls on a house, my house!
A window opens and Sybil peers out. 
“Oh Liz!”, she exclaims as she comes tearing
down the stairs. Soon, both Mother and
Father have drawn me into their arms. Then,
they take a step back and then hug me
again. Finally sat down in the kitchen, we
begin to open our presents. 
First, comes Sybil. From me, yet another
ragdoll. This one is yellow, wearing blue.
Next, she unwraps the present from our
parents - a hair ribbon. So bright a colour
that it seems to emit a golden glow. Now,
me. From Mother and Father, a lovely
pinafore. It is obvious Mother has spent an
immense amount of time making it. It is a
deep, rich red colour, almost maroon. From
Sybil, a warm hug and a card made at
school. For Mother, me and Sybil purchased
a bar of lilac soap from the market. Father
bought her three yards of a pretty, blue
muslin from a shop in the big town. Last but
certainly not least, comes Father. Sybil and I
have bought a joint present. Stockings to
keep away the cold whilst he’s outside.
Mother has bought him a pair of tweed
trousers. 
Now, for my favourite part of the day –
lunch! 

FloraFloraFlora
WilsonWilsonWilson

Plates now cleared; we retire beside the fire.
Today’s been brilliant, I reflect, if only… And
just as I began to speak, the most incredible
thing happened. The first flakes of snow
began to fall. Soon followed by more and
more. Slowly, our sleepy little village began
to turn white. Everything coated in a soft
blanket of fine snow. For now, we stay
curled up in front of the leaping flames.
Sybil with her ragdoll lying on her lap and
me in my new pinny. With Mother and
Father on either side of us, we form a happy
family. Like many other families in the
village, we rest as the world around us
changes. From a bustling village, to an
enchanted land. 



What do you do whenWhat do you do when  
you see a spaceman?you see a spaceman?

Park in it manPark in it man

 TRADITIONS
Did know that that in Australia, Santa’s sleigh is
pulled by six white kangaroos (or Boomers)?
They are called, Jackaroo, Curly, Bluey, Desert-
Head, Two-Up and Snow.

Many people believe that Christmas
trees came to the UK during the
Victorian Era. However, it actually
came here much before. It came from
Germany which is where Prince Albert
(Queen Victoria’s husband came from,
but is was first introduced during the
Georgian period, when King George III
was on the throne.

Not every country in the world eat
‘traditional’ Christmas dinner. In Norway,
people tend to eat cod and haddock on
Christmas day, while in Germany they eat
either wild boar or venison. In Italy, a seven-
course feast is normal, of pasta, a roast,
salads, pudding, cheese fruit and chocolate. In
Japan, it is traditional and incredibly popular
to eat KFC for Christmas Dinner.

Merry Christmas In Different Languages:

 ¡Feliz Navidad! - Spanish

 Nollaig Shona! - Irish

Frohe Weihnachten! - German

Buon Natale! - Italy

Vrolijk Kerstfeest! - Dutch

God Jul! - Swedish



CHRISTMAS MUSIC
COMPILED BY BETH MILLINER (Y10)

CHRISTMAS MOVIES
COMPILED BY LIZZIE BELLABY (Y11)

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

LizzieLizzieLizzie
BellabyBellabyBellaby

White Christmas
Jingle all the way

It’s a Wonderful Life
Miracle on 34th Street (1947)

How the Grinch Stole Christmas
The Grinch
Home Alone
Hone Alone 2

Gremlins
The Holiday

Father Christmas (animation)
Muppets Christmas Carol

The Polar Express
Love Actually
The Nativity!

The Nativity 2!
Elf

Jack Frost
Edward Scissorhands

The Nightmare before Christmas

Your must watch list
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

BethBethBeth
MillinerMillinerMilliner

Happy Xmas (War Is Over) - John Lennon
Christmas Lights - Coldplay

Step into Christmas - Elton John
 Do They Know It’s Christmas - Band Aid

Fairy Tale Of New York - The Pogues
Diving Home For Christmas - Chris Rea

Last Christmas - Wham
Underneath The Tree - Kelly Clarkson

Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) - Michael Buble
Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas - Frank Sinatra

Winter Wonderland - Doris Day
Merry Xmas Everybody - Slade

Wonderful Christmastime - Paul McCartney
 In The Bleak Midwinter - Bert Jansch

Let It Snow Let It Snow Let It Snow - Dean Martin
Baby, It’s Cold Outside 

- Ella Fitzgerald & Louis Jordan
Christmas Wrapping - The Waitresses

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.



PUZZLE PAGE
CREATED BY FREYJA GUNN (Y11)

What do you get when you cross Santa and aWhat do you get when you cross Santa and a
duck?duck?

A Christmas QuakerA Christmas Quaker

Word Search

CAROLS
CHRISTMAS

CRACKER
ETHELDREDA

FRANKLIN
GINGERBREAD

JINGLE
MISTLETOE
PUDDING

SCOTT
SEACOLE

SNOWMAN
STOCKING

TREE
TURING
TURKEY
WINTER

YULETIDE

1 Feeling hungry
Across

4 Something fishy in Turing
5 Mary in the art department
6 This year’s all school production - the ...circle
7 Scottish New Year celebrations
9 As solitary as an oyster bah humbug
12 No uniform on this December day
13 Where would you find Mr Newsome

11 Exploring the red house

Down
1 Winter festive holiday
2 Mrs Deegan wishes us all
3 Ms Edward’s seasonal art
competition
8 Its never a drama if he’s
around
10 Bishop on the move in             
2025



Upcoming Events

Ely College Nine Lessons and Carols at Ely Cathedral
11 December 2023

Ely Schools Music Festival
18-20 March 2024

Ely College Spring Concert
May 2024

Meridian Trust East Hubs Performance
27 June 2024

Meridian Trust Showcase
10 July 2024


