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Introduction 

Revision is important, but it is hard work. Everyone works in 

different ways and all subjects provide revision guidance and 

activities. Some of you will have been revising throughout 

your GCSEs and others of you will have not started yet. We 

hope that this short guide will be useful to you if you are 

struggling with aspects of 

revision. A revision timetable 

is a great place to start. You 

could make a list of subjects 

and topics that you need to revise and then produce a 

timetable of when you are going to do the revision. If you 

would like them, I can provide you with blank topic lists or 

weekly sheets that you can fill in for the mock exams or the 

summer exams. Examples are included in this booklet. 

Please ensure that you look after yourself during the revision 

and examination period. Sleeping and eating healthily are as 

important. Keep some healthy drinks and snacks on hand to 

keep you going! 

We recommend short sessions where you check your 

understanding and learning. Please share concerns and seek 

help if you are struggling. Other advice includes getting fresh 

air and exercise, avoiding distractions (music, phones, social 

media), rewarding yourself and not setting yourself 

unrealistic targets. 

It’s never too late to start revising but don’t add to your 

stress by leaving it until the last minute! 
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Learn, revise and test yourself 

1. Ensure that you have all the information you need 

including classwork, homework, previous revision, 

assessments and any revision guides. Ask a teacher, 

friend or do some research if there is anything you don’t 

understand. 

2. Only when you understand a topic can you start to 

revise it. This means that you should go over a topic 

until you are ready to answer questions on it. The 

revision process should be active and could include 

condensing your notes, making flow charts, flash cards 

or mind maps or completing an online activity 

3. Only when you know a topic should you test yourself. 

This could be done with factual questions, online tests 

or practice examination questions. 

  



Examples of Revision Techniques 

✓ Be active rather than passive in your revision process so don't 
spend ages making your notes look pretty as this is just 
wasting time.  

✓ Condensing your notes – do not copy out previous notes, but 
try to separate your work into chunks with headings and sub-
headings. Pick out key phrases, quotes or terms to learn and 
then try to condense further. 

✓ Drawing mind maps – these can be 
done at the start of your revision to 
record key information, during for you 
to refer to and then at the end for you 
to test yourself on what you know.  

✓ Making flow charts – create these to show a process from 
start to end and use both words and images. You can add 
additional details for the steps you are less sure on. 

✓ Using flash cards – these usually have a question or prompt 
on one side and an answer or detailed information on the 
other. Use them to test yourself and reduce your pile by 
taking away the ones you know until you are left with none. 

✓ Completing practice papers and questions - you'll find it far 
easier to answer questions in the exam if you've tried similar 
ones at home beforehand. Exam board websites include 
sample papers that you could take practice exam questions 
from or you could write your own. Practise under exam 
conditions, use the mark scheme and then do it again to try 
and improve your marks. 

✓ Vary your revision with different activities - answering 
practice questions, writing down notes from memory, and 
using revision guides, flash cards and exam practice 
workbooks. 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/gcse-revision-guides
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/all-products/revision-cards
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/gcse-exam-practice-workbook
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/gcse-exam-practice-workbook
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Command Words 
 
 

 

 

 

Analyse - separate information into parts to identify 
characteristics 

Describe – provide a detailed account 

Discuss – give several different options or information 

Evaluate – judge from available evidence 

Explain – give reasons for something 

Explore – investigate without determining the outcome 
initially 

Identify – name the point 

Justify – support with evidence 

State – express in clear terms 

Suggest – give possible reasons for something  

 

  



Planning revision – Subject and Topics 

Subject = History 

Topics 

 Sorted OK Struggling 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Subject = Science 

Topics 

 Sorted OK Struggling 

    

    

    

    

    
    

 

Subject = Maths 

Topics 

 Sorted OK Struggling 

    

    
    

    

    

    

If you have topics which you are struggling on then ask for help from 

your subject teacher.  



Eat well
Hydrate

Sleep

Planning revision – Creating a Revision Timetable 

Example: 

 Time Slot 
1 

9 -9.45 

Time Slot 
2 

10 – 10.45 

Time Slot 
3 

11 – 11.45 

Time Slot 
4 

1 – 1.45 

Time Slot 
5 

2 – 2.45 

Monday English History  Free Maths 

Tuesday  English  Science Free 

Wednesday Maths   Free Science 

Thursday  History Free English  

Friday  Free Science  English 

Saturday Free  Maths   

Sunday  Free Science  Maths  

Colour coding makes it easier to see how many sessions you have of 

each subject. 

Build in free time, have healthy drinks and snacks. 

Turn off your phone!  



You've 
got this!

Be 
confident

Do your 
best

Websites 

https://www.satchelone.com ‘Show my Homework’ site with lots of guides and websites from 

teaching staff 

https://app.senecalearning.com/login Seneca Learning has class groups set up by some subject staff, 

but you can also find general revision on there 

https://www.tassomai.com/ Students have their own logins for English and Science 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ General revision subjects and topics 

https://quizlet.com/ General revision subjects and topics 

https://www.tutor2u.net/ General revision subjects and topics 

https://mrbruff.com/ English guidance through resources and videos 

https://www.drfrostmaths.com/ Maths recommended website 

https://corbettmaths.com/contents/ Maths recommended website 

https://www.mrallsophistory.com/revision/ History topics with videos, podcasts and activities 

http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ Resources to support Geography revision  

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login Geography online textbook with student logins 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home  Specific log in for Languages  

https://www.memrise.com/ Students can create their own login for revising Languages  

https://www.languagenut.com/ Students have been given logins by their teachers 

https://www.teach-ict.com/ Computer Science revision that students have their own login for 

https://technologystudent.com/ No login needed for Technology subjects 

http://www.mr-dt.com/ No login needed for Technology subjects 

https://www.unifrog.org/ Students have their own logins for careers and destinations 

 

 

 

https://app.senecalearning.com/login
https://www.tassomai.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquizlet.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRMustill%40elycollege.co.uk%7C7e72b045c2ea4fae0abd08d799968a1d%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637146744144962560&sdata=0EgWNCwgv%2BLUNbE5AdGjC2J9yC%2Fyi%2BcSKHjhPG%2FWICI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.tutor2u.net/
https://mrbruff.com/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drfrostmaths.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbe6724c212ab4a40903208d9d5c784a0%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637775875164593820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FLWR1sqZjRecEciqeh6rtmoLHECNegK5anxbQr53DWg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcorbettmaths.com%2Fcontents%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbe6724c212ab4a40903208d9d5c784a0%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637775875164603821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VxpLZUYACAH65R8vVagg9f81mWc25890pyRng%2Fq50m4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mrallsophistory.com/revision/
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kerboodle.com%2Fusers%2Flogin&data=04%7C01%7C%7C35b894cc0dbc44b2535708d9d5c5a52c%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637775867121552719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9GN08Nm5f55w2Fs4qpP5uAyo6EUbsI4o6uzuCJX1Z7k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsonactivelearn.com%2Fapp%2FHome&data=02%7C01%7CRMustill%40elycollege.co.uk%7C7e72b045c2ea4fae0abd08d799968a1d%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637146744144952566&sdata=Bw1vVLqfsHLR0G0A52pg%2F%2FmdrCMTUjE%2BYLzM0of8pzI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.memrise.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRMustill%40elycollege.co.uk%7C7e72b045c2ea4fae0abd08d799968a1d%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637146744144962560&sdata=MxPP2oM4AEgXuzHPtuxAwWApFPeYh0fZd6YS9idcRzA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.languagenut.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce8c2096833b44c753e7408d9d6714382%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637776604218800046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ha2mspW%2FPIS9t4sQ0M6F%2B4d57lE2l7aAxns9ZKU2s%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.teach-ict.com/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftechnologystudent.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C79bd6ca1235a4e63269e08d9d5d4681f%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637775930514463328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dNqwFTcE0MYkcop2P3wxicvz%2FgK3RRCRMYdyjl%2FNlMU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mr-dt.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C79bd6ca1235a4e63269e08d9d5d4681f%7Ce1d9b82998164c549d9cade2d8e3aa6e%7C0%7C0%7C637775930514463328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HiT7zZzW7OFZor9X469HooeAnwJGmtqcagEsteoLEeM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unifrog.org/

