Core Content: Pop ballads of the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s

What is a ‘ballad’

Activity: Elton John, ‘Candle in The Wind’ (1973)

Write aoé: the instruments you hear accompanying each section of the
structure in the table below.

A ‘ballad’ was originally an example of a folk song, which involved a story

being sung to a simple melody. (repekitive)

However, it is not better known as a sentimental, popular song

featuring a slow tempo with romantic lyrics.

The main musical features include:
e 4/4 time signature
o Slow tempo
e Verse-chorus structure

» Often features a piano (or electric piano) ong.
o Sustained chords in the instrumental accompaniment au:b%ﬁ%&
uoaler e Drums accent beats 2 and 4 on the snare drum ﬁﬂwﬁ@&

o Vocalists are expressive through rubato, ornamentation, and melisma.

o Primary chords are mostly cmmm” with inversions.

o Texture becomes more dense (through added instruments and dynamics)
when arriving at a climax for a chorus.

¢ Sentimental or romantic lyrics

e Lots of reverb added to lead and backing vocals, especially from 1980s
onwards. \% i
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Famous examples of pop ballads are: Elton John, Take That, Billy Joel, Celine

Dion, Bob Dylan. As you can see, some pop ballads are written by individual |
artists; others are written and performed by bands.

Do nof use Take that os on example - (Hhay e o
a&qofo not & sols askist)
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Practice question: Billy Joel, ‘She’s Always A Woman’ (1977)

Listen to the first verse (0:00-0:30)

1. En%@ the instruments and voices in this verse and describe their roles.
(2+2)> e
a. Instruments: ?PDO\V%BZD:.,OZASI lenara>
b. Voices: Wale uoice - merady ¥
2. Compare the features of the piano nmwﬁ: the first verse and second verse
(0:31-0:56) (2) Tn M fust werse Hre piane was
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4. Which instrument plays in harmony with the lead singer from 0:56-1:29?

T.v uyoA Flute 7 3;511
5. Give three features you can hear which are typical of a pop ballad. (3)
a. \
b. slows Yompa v
c. featuses ?OSO /
d. romoniic/luries”
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