
Year 11 into 12 Bridging activities 
 
Welcome Year 11 students to this ‘Bridging the Gap’ booklet which will support you in getting ready 
and prepared for A Level Product Design.  Mr Bausor and I have put together a series of topics and 
task which will would like you to work through.  
 
This booklet contains information on the following: 

- Specification information about the course 
- Textbooks and revision books needed in support of the course 
- Bridging activities ready for September start: 

 ISOTECH 

 Drawing challenges 

 Contextual challenges 

 Read, Revise and rag it Designing and 
Making principles 

 Iconic Designers 

 Tinkercad 
 

A Level Product Design Specification details 
 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-
product-design-7552 
 
Textbooks and revision books  
 

 

 
 
Isotech2020 Challenge 
 
The ISOTECH2020 challenge is a national design challenge that has been organised by the Design & 
Technology Association. We have been partnered with a school in Warwick in the West Midlands as 
part of the challenge. This is a fantastic bridging activity in preparation for A-Level Product Design 
studies and is open to all year 9, 10, 11 and year 12 A-level students.  
You will need to have a flick over the PDF guide and follow the links attached or via the 'accessing 
sketchdrive' sheet. More information will be shared in the coming days and weeks. The deadline for 
entries is the 05th of June (with the official deadline the 12th June) and it would be fantastic if as 
many of you as possible could enter. Our theme is ADAPTING with two areas of focus - Germs and 
Normality. They can be interpreted as you wish but must fall into the category of ADAPTING.  
Germs - https://tinyurl.com/y9pv7b46 
Normality - https://tinyurl.com/y8n9qpmc 

This revision 

book is 

compulsory for 

the course and 

can be brought 

easily from 

Amazon 

This book is not 

compulsory but 

it would be 

helpful to have.  

It is more 

expensive 

compared to the 

revision guide  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-product-design-7552
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-technology-product-design-7552
https://tinyurl.com/y9pv7b46
https://tinyurl.com/y8n9qpmc


Develop your sketching and drawing skills 

 
YouTube channels worth watching and following the tasks: 
 
Draw with Donnelly 

https://youtu.be/OWjLItY_4Mw 
Product designer maker 
https://www.youtube.com/user/camtopher 
 
Use the YouTube channels to practice your drawing skills.  Show your drawn examples of the the 
following techniques: 
o 2D and 3D drawings 
o Isometric drawing 
o Orthographic drawing 
o 1 point perspective 
o 2 point perspective  
o Exploded drawing 
o Cross section drawings  
o Use of thick and thin lines  

 
 

Contextual Challenges 
 
Design Technology and Product Design focuses on the iterative design process and designing for the 
needs of many different people.  To develop your skills in designing for different contexts we would 
like you to research/analysis the context below and produce a rage of hazy ideas as possible 
solutions.  Remember to show off your drawing techniques 
 

https://youtu.be/OWjLItY_4Mw
https://www.youtube.com/user/camtopher


Read, Revise and rag it Designing and Making principles 
Below are the topics we will be covering in Product Design.  It would be worth starting to research 
into these now. Create a revision guide for each topic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iconic Designers 
 
An iconic designer is usually someone who creates a design that is ‘ground breaking’ and one that 
sets new standards and styles in its field.  As part of the A Level Product Design course we will expect 
you to know a range iconic designers and the designs/products they are famous for.  There are many 



iconic designers.  We have suggested a few below which we would like you to research into but the 
list is endless.  Find out about their lives, interests, styles and the product/design they are famous 
for. 

o Phillipe Starck  
o James Dyson 
o  Margaret Calvert  
o Dieter Rams  
o Charles and Ray Eames 
o Marianne Brandt. 

 
Tinkcercad 
 
At Ely College we are very fortunate to have a range of CAD and CAM facilities for students to use. 
For 3D printing we use Tinkercad as an entry level piece of software before moving onto using 
Fusion 360. To ensure you are competent at using a range of different CAD software we would like 
you to register an account with Tinkercad (www.tinkercad.com ) and work through the task in the 
‘Learn’ section of the program.  We would be really interested to see your Tinkercad portfolio in 
September. If you are already familiar with Tinkercad then progress onto working through the 
tutorials for Fusion 360. 
 
 
For more information or any questions about the course please either contact: 
 
Mr Bausor (A Level Product Design teacher) – dbausor@elycollege.co.uk 
 
Miss Collin (Head of Department and A Level Product Design teacher) – vcollin@elycollege.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.tinkercad.com/
mailto:dbausor@elycollege.co.uk
mailto:vcollin@elycollege.co.uk

