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Sixth Form students’ building project
in Zambia

A team of students from the Sixth Form College spent their half term
holiday (21%-31* October 2009 ) grafting on a building site in
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privilege!

They were all part of a Habitat for Humanity Global Village team working
on the Tiyende Pamodzi project in Zambia. The project is run by the
charity Habitat for Humanity and provides decent, basic housing for
families in need.

The students, led by Sixth Form Director, Mark Sirot-Smith and
Head of Year 8, Jodie Lapish, were challenged to complete the
outside of a house from foundations to roof in just six working
days, before the rainy season started. Working alongside the
local team, they managed to do it and just in time, as the rains
started the day after they left!

The team lived on site, staying in the unfinished shells of two other houses (these along with
the one they completed, will be finished inside during the rainy season). Conditions were
very basic, no beds, no electricity, no running water and no sanitation (the two houses
shared a pit latrine outside).
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lives in a Habitat house or is waiting for one, the sense of community is fantastic. Whilst we

were led by a team of local experts, every day dozens of local residents pitched in to get the

house finished. To keep costs down, virtually everything is made on site, including all the

bricks. We had no mechanical tools whatsoever. The students worked their socks off and
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every evening loads of local children would congregate around our houses wanting to talk
with us, sing, play games and generally have fun. It has been an amazing experience and
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Two of the team, Ross Howard and
Lucy Fell were full of praise for the
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highly enough. It has changed the
way | view the world and | certainly
now appreciate how lucky  am. The
Zambian people are simply amazing,
they have so little yet they gave us
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Mr Sirot-Smith intends to lead another Habitat for Humanity project in 2011.
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www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk .

The team would like to thank everyone who supported them in their fund-raising efforts,
but especially Karl Davis at Rock2Roll, Spencer at 3B Leisure, Dorothy at Young Lives and
Shimon Cregor at Sand & City ¢ all fantastic people!



http://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk/

